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The Harris County Criminal Lawyers Association (HCCLA) conducted a judicial evaluation poll of the 
Association’s membership between February 11, 2025 and February 28, 2025. A questionnaire was sent 
to all members of the Association by electronic mail. Of the 620 members of the Association, 93 responded 
to the questionnaire. The Poll included 16 Harris County Criminal Courts at Law and 29 Criminal District 
Courts.  The tables contain the number of ballots and responses each judge received, which show the total 
number of lawyers who responded to at least one question for that judge. Members were given the option 
of “No Opinion” for each question. The “Yes%,” “Sometimes%,” and “No%” opinion columns represent 
the percentage breakdown of the number of those responses for each question only. The difference 
between responses (far right column) and number of ballots on any given question is attributable to the 
“No Opinion” responses. Results were rounded. The results of the poll were summarized as soon as 
practicable and communicated to the members of the Association.  
 
 
The Harris County Criminal Lawyers Association (HCCLA) Judicial Evaluation Poll is not a scientific survey. It is a non-
partisan poll by current members of the Association and has no bearing on any election. HCCLA does not endorse any 
judge or candidate for judicial office, and the results of the poll are not an endorsement by the Harris County Criminal 
Lawyers Association. The poll is intended to improve the criminal justice system and better inform the public about 
the judiciary in Harris County Criminal District Courts and Harris County Criminal Courts at Law. 
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JUDGE ALEX SALGADO    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 1 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State?                  
 

97% 3% 0% 68 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

94% 6% 0% 65 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

96% 4% 0% 67 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

99% 1% 0% 68 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

98% 2% 0% 66 

86 BALLOTS            
 

 

JUDGE PAULA GOODHART    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 2 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

35% 45% 20% 71 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

63% 30% 7% 70 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

65% 17% 18% 71 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

61% 28% 11% 71 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

57% 30% 13% 70 

84 BALLOTS            
 

 

JUDGE LESLIE R. JOHNSON    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 3 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

18% 24% 58% 57 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

12% 28% 60% 57 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

5% 12% 83% 58 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

21% 25% 54% 57 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

11% 21% 68% 57 

86 BALLOTS  
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  1



 
 

 
 

JUDGE SHANNON BALDWIN    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 4 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

89% 11% 0% 65 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

80% 17% 3% 64 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

75% 16% 9% 63 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

87% 11% 2% 61 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

89% 6% 5% 63 

83 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE DAVID M. FLEISCHER    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 5 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

53% 29% 18% 78 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

46% 39% 15% 78 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

44% 34% 22% 77 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

19% 39% 42% 79 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

31% 44% 25% 77 

87 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE KELLEY ANDREWS    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 6 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

94% 4% 2% 68 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

94% 6% 0% 67 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

96% 4% 0% 67 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

94% 4% 2% 68 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

97% 3% 0% 67 

84 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  2



 
 

 
 

JUDGE ANDREW A. WRIGHT    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 7 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

32% 38% 30% 79 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

39% 32% 29% 79 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

28% 32% 40% 78 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

14% 29% 57% 80 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

25% 38% 37% 79 

85 BALLOTS  
 

 

JUDGE ERIKA RAMIREZ    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 8 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

45% 28% 27% 49 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

63% 29% 8% 51 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

63% 23% 14% 49 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

74% 14% 12% 50 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

58% 26% 16% 50 

76 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE TORIA J. FINCH    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 9 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

84% 14% 2% 56 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

82% 16% 2% 55 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

80% 18% 2% 55 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

91% 7% 2% 57 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

84% 14% 2% 56 

77 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  3



 
 

 
 

JUDGE JUANITA A. JACKSON    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 10 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

89% 11% 0% 61 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

82% 11% 7% 60 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

76% 17% 7% 59 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

90% 8% 2% 61 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

83% 14% 3% 59 

81 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE SEDRICK T. WALKER, II    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 11 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

100% 0% 0% 55 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

96% 4% 0% 53 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

62% 20% 18% 56 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

100% 0% 0% 57 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

91% 9% 0% 55 

78 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE GENESIS E. DRAPER    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 12 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

92% 6% 2% 63 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

89% 9% 2% 64 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

55% 23% 22% 64 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

89% 9% 2% 64 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

83% 12% 5% 64 

80 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  4



 
 

 
 

JUDGE RAUL RODRIGUEZ    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 13 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

96% 2% 2% 68 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

96% 1% 3% 68 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

99% 1% 0% 68 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

100% 0% 0% 67 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

99% 1% 0% 68 

80 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE JESSICA N. PADILLA    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 14 Yes Sometimes No 
re 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

60% 29% 11% 45 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

65% 29% 6% 46 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

59% 37% 4% 46 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

77% 23% 0% 48 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

62% 34% 4% 47 

75 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE TONYA JONES    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 15 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

85% 11% 4% 45 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

71% 27% 2% 45 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

59% 22% 19% 46 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

80% 18% 2% 45 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

76% 15% 9% 45 

76 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  5



 
 

 
 

JUDGE LINDA GARCIA    

Harris County Criminal Court at Law 16 Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

69% 12% 19% 32 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

80% 10% 10% 31 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

82% 9% 9% 32 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

88% 6% 6% 33 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

77% 10% 13% 31 

74 BALLOTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  6 



 
 

 
 

JUDGE HAZEL B. JONES    

174th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

12% 22% 66% 83 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

11% 24% 65% 82 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

5% 6% 89% 83 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

8% 18% 74% 84 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

7% 13% 80% 83 

90 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE NIKITA V. HARMON    

176th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

4% 11% 85% 78 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

1% 14% 85% 78 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

5% 12% 83% 77 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

4% 13% 83% 76 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

1% 10% 89% 74 

85 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE EMILY MUÑOZ DETOTO    

177th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

90% 5% 5% 41 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

85% 10% 5% 41 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

90% 5% 5% 42 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

83% 10% 7% 42 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

83% 12% 5% 41 

76 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  7 



 
 

 
 

JUDGE KELLI JOHNSON    

178th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

64% 27% 9% 66 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

73% 21% 6% 65 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

65% 23% 12% 65 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

63% 28% 9% 67 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

65% 24% 11% 66 

79 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE ANA MARTINEZ    

179th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

42% 35% 23% 69 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

57% 27% 16% 69 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

54% 25% 21% 68 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

57% 29% 14% 69 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

52% 35% 13% 68 

81 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE DASEAN JONES    

180th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

90% 10% 0% 72 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

90% 10% 0% 71 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

87% 11% 2% 70 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

90% 10% 0% 69 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

93% 7% 0% 69 

82 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  8 



 
 

 

JUDGE DANILO LACAYO    

182nd Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

89% 8% 3% 70 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

86% 13% 1% 72 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

87% 9% 4% 69 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

83% 15% 2% 72 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

86% 11% 3% 73 

81 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE LANCE G. LONG    

183rd Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

52% 21% 27% 33 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

72% 16% 12% 32 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

75% 6% 19% 32 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

74% 16% 10% 31 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

71% 13% 16% 31 

79 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE KATHERINE N. THOMAS    

184th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

52% 31% 17% 54 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

58% 30% 12% 57 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

61% 16% 23% 57 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

62% 19% 19% 57 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

60% 23% 17% 57 

80 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  9 



 
 

 

JUDGE ANDREA BEALL    

185th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

58% 33% 9% 57 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

77% 19% 4% 57 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

82% 16% 2% 56 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

85% 10% 5% 58 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

80% 16% 4% 55 

82 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE BEVERLY D. ARMSTRONG    

208th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

68% 20% 12% 50 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

65% 27% 8% 49 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

70% 16% 14% 49 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

78% 16% 6% 50 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

71% 23% 6% 49 

74 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE BRIAN E. WARREN    

209th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

81% 18% 1% 69 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

85% 14% 1% 71 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

87% 9% 4% 70 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

70% 24% 6% 71 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

85% 13% 2% 71 

82 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  10



 
 

 

JUDGE CAROLINE S. DOZIER    

228th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

56% 17% 27% 18 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

68% 16% 16% 19 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

69% 13% 18% 16 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

75% 6% 19% 16 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

61% 11% 28% 18 

70 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE CHRIS MORTON    

230th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

90% 9% 1% 69 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

93% 6% 1% 70 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

93% 6% 1% 69 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

91% 6% 3% 69 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

91% 7% 2% 70 

83 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE JOSH HILL    

232nd Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

96% 4% 0% 73 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

98% 1% 1% 72 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

92% 7% 1% 73 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

99% 1% 0% 73 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

95% 4% 1% 73 

84 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  11



 
 

 

JUDGE HILARY UNGER    

248th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

81% 15% 4% 68 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

84% 15% 1% 69 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

72% 19% 9% 68 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

76% 22% 2% 68 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

84% 12% 4% 67 

81 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE LORI CHAMBERS GRAY    

262nd Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

63% 27% 10% 62 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

50% 27% 23% 62 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

61% 21% 18% 61 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

76% 18% 6% 63 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

53% 34% 13% 60 

78 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE MELISSA M. MORRIS    

263rd Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

95% 5% 0% 55 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

91% 9% 0% 56 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

96% 2% 2% 56 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

100% 0% 0% 56 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

95% 5% 0% 56 

79 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  12



 
 

 

JUDGE COLLEEN GAIDO    

337th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

81% 12% 7% 58 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

85% 15% 0% 59 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

87% 12% 1% 60 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

78% 17% 5% 60 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

81% 14% 5% 58 

76 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE MICHELLE S. ONCKEN    

338th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

40% 17% 43% 30 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

53% 19% 28% 32 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

59% 15% 26% 27 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

63% 17% 20% 30 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

48% 14% 38% 29 

74 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE TE'IVA J. BELL    

339th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

91% 9% 0% 58 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

91% 4% 5% 58 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

81% 14% 5% 58 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

86% 10% 4% 58 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

91% 5% 4% 58 

77 BALLOTS 
 

HCCLA 2025 JUDICIAL EVALUATION POLL  13 



 

 

JUDGE NATALIA "NATA" CORNELIO    

351st Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

79% 17% 4% 70 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

83% 10% 7% 70 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

57% 25% 18% 72 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

78% 14% 8% 71 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

81% 12% 7% 69 

81 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE VERONICA M. NELSON    

482nd Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

89% 8% 3% 60 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

93% 5% 2% 60 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

85% 10% 5% 60 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

94% 3% 3% 60 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

94% 3% 3% 60 

77 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE AARON BURDETTE    

486th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

28% 33% 39% 57 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

56% 21% 23% 57 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

70% 13% 17% 53 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

60% 27% 13% 55 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

50% 27% 23% 56 

78 BALLOTS 
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JUDGE STACY ALLEN BARROW    

487th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

86% 7% 7% 30 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

83% 7% 10% 30 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

76% 17% 7% 29 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

77% 20% 3% 30 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

75% 18% 7% 28 

69 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE MATTHEW PENEGUY    

488th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

35% 23% 42% 60 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

57% 17% 26% 58 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

47% 21% 32% 56 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

39% 28% 33% 57 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

39% 26% 35% 57 

77 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE LORI DEANGELO    

495th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

44% 33% 23% 48 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

60% 28% 12% 47 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

78% 8% 14% 49 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

62% 26% 12% 47 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

62% 26% 12% 47 

72 BALLOTS 
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JUDGE DAN SIMONS    

496th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

28% 28% 44% 25 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

16% 32% 52% 25 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

42% 16% 42% 26 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

40% 12% 48% 25 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

33% 11% 56% 27 

75 BALLOTS 
 

 

JUDGE PEYTON PEEBLES    

497th Criminal District Court Yes Sometimes No 
 

Does this judge demonstrate impartiality   
towards both the Defense and the State? 
 

97% 3% 0% 31 

 

Does this judge know and follow the law, the 
Constitution, and the Code of Criminal Procedure? 
 

100% 0% 0% 33 

 

Does this judge respect the time and schedules  
of all the parties? 
 

97% 3% 0% 35 

 

Does this judge exhibit good judicial temperament? 
 

97% 3% 0% 34 
 

Do you approve of this judge’s overall performance? 
 

97% 3% 0% 33 

75 BALLOTS 
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